
The Little Engine that Could 
 

Train images have run through my mind lately.    Trains of 
thought have departed, arrived, and some have left the 
rails.   I experience the rickety rackety shake of my engine 
testing the limits of strength, energy, and resolve.  
Sometimes I feel Iôm on a train of communication with 
folks only to find out we are in separate cars with very 
different scenery viewpoints.   This week began with the 
reality that some weeks are characterized by an uphill 
climb with need for some powerful persevering spirit from 
God. 
 
Remember those children stories that became powerful 
images for life.   I looked up one of my favorites, The Little 
Engine that Could.   Thanks to Wikipedia I learned more 
about this small parable book than I ever knew.   

The story's signature phrases such as "I think I 
can" first occurred in print in a 1902 article in a 
Swedish journal.

[2]
 An early published version of 

the story, "Story of the Engine That Thought It 
Could", appeared in the New-York Tribune on 
April 8, 1906, as part of a sermon by the Rev. 
Charles S. Wing.

[2]
 

For more check out: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/
The_Little_Engine_That_Could 

 
The message invokes a sense of possibility and promise, 
a classic optimist tale.   What Iôve found in lifeôs 
experience, self-willed optimism gets us only so far.    
Eventually, the reality of life must wrestle with the will of 
God; and where Godôs Will reveals itself, the outcome can 
take unimaginable turns toward good and glory.   I hope 
that we can cling to the powerful promise not of self-willed 
optimism but God-Willed perseverance.   Philippians 3: 12
-14 reads: 
 
12 
Not that I have already obtained this or have already 
reached the goal;

 
but I press on to make it my own, 

because Christ Jesus has made me his own. 
13 
Beloved,

 
I 

do not consider that I have made it my own; but this one 
thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining 

forward to what lies ahead, 
14 
I press on toward the goal 

for the prize of the heavenly
 
call of God in Christ Jesus. 

 
My little engine will cry out ñI press on, I press on ï 
because God can, because God can.ò   I will remember 
that the uphill train may move slow but the fuel of the Holy 

Spirit will sustain it and just as it is present for the uphill, 
the downhill momentum will also call us to hold on tight 
while the Holy Spirit powers us through the thrill of 
seeing whatôs on the other side.  
 
Come Lord Jesus,  be my Engineer.   This is my prayer.    
 

In Christôs Service,  

 

Pastor Laura  

 

REFORMATION DAY 

Parsonage Porch Party 

3117 Traylor Blvd.  (Pastor Lauraôs House) 

Monday, October 31st 

5:00-8:30p.m. 

Come for the treats and rest your feets!!! 

(Reforming your look, 
costume is optional.)    

Who dares to be a Martin 
Luther?  Or, a John Wesley 
of  the 21st century?     
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The Rockport Beacon is published monthly by the First 
United Methodist Church of Rockport, 801 E. Main Street, 
Rockport, Texas 78382.   
 
Send address changes to The Rockport Beacon, P. O. Box 
1045, Rockport, Texas 78381. 

        
Be sure to ñLikeò our 
Facebook page!   

 
ñFirst United Methodist 

Church 
Rockport, TX ñ  

 
First United Methodist Church of Rockport 

Phone No.  361-729-1659 

 
Rev. Laura Hewett Becker, Senior Pastor éééé x2248 
Susan Jamison, Business Managerééééééé x2574 
Monica Franklin, Administrative Assistantéééé.  x2576 
Stefany Simmons, Dir of Family Ministrieséé...é. x2575 
Ouida Bliss Richardson, Music Ministries.éééé. x2577 

Kathy Wilson, RN, Wesley Nurseéééééééé x2578 

Alfredo Gonzales, Custodianéééééééééé x2501 

Kathy Daniels, FLT Directoréééééééééé. x2584 

Wendy Bryan, Youth Directorééééééééé.  x2580 

 
Sunday Morning Schedule: 

8:00 a.m.  Worship  
(Eucharist) 

Weekly Holy Communion 
9:15 a.m.  Sunday School 
10:30 a.m. Worship 

Monthly Holy Communion on 
1st Sunday 

 
 

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL  
9:00-10:00 a.m. - Cross Talk  ..................................... Ed. Wing 
9:15-10:00 a.m. - New Beginnings ............................. FH1 
9:15-10:15 a.m. - Family Faith Class .......................... Ed. Wing 
9:15-10:00 a.m. - First Connections ........................... FH3 
    (Meets the Second Sunday of the Month) 
 

CHILDREN, YOUTH & FAMILIES 
8:00 a.m. Children ages 0-4 Years ............................. Nursery  
9:15 a.m. Family Faith Class ...................................... Ed. Wing 
9:15 a.m.  6th-12th Grades ......................................... Rec. Room  
Children are always welcome in worship. Children's activities are 
available near Main St and Live Oak entrances. 

 
SUNDAY AFTERNOON 

 
5:00 p.m.     UM Youth Fellowship          Rec. Room 
 

**************************************** 
 

CLASS SCHEDULE FOR 
FINANCIAL PEACE UNIVERSITY 

Sunday 9:15 a.m. FPU .............................................. Ed. Wing 
Juniorôs Adventures (Children) (Starts September 11 thru 
 November 6) 
Sunday 5:00- 7:00 p.m. - FPU .................................. FH3 
(Adults) (Starts September 11 thru November 6) 
Sunday 5:00-7:00 p.m. - FPU ................................... RR 
Generation Change (Youth) (September 11 thru November 6) 
 
Tuesday 1:00-3:00 p.m. - FPU .................................. FH3 
 (Adult) (Starts September 13 thru November 8) 

 
Wednesday 6:00-8:00 p.m. FPUéééééééé.Banner Rm 
(Adult) (Starts September 14 thru November 9) 
 
10:00 a.m.-12:00 noon FPU ...................................... .Ed.Wing 
(Adult) (Starts September 15 thru November 10) 

Lectionary Readings  
Our worship life is organized 

around the Revised Common 

Lectionary ña system of read-

ing through the entire Bible 

in a 3-year cycle.  You are in-

vited and encouraged to use 

these scripture passages in 

your devotional time.  

 
October 2 - 20th Sunday after Pentecost 
World Communion Sunday 
Lamentations 1:1-6 
Psalm 137 (UMH 852) 
2 Timothy1:1-14 
Luke 17:5-10 
 
October 9 - 21st Sunday after Pentecost 
Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7 
Psalm 66:1-12 (UMH 790) 
2 Timothy 2:8-15 
Luke 17:11-19 
 
October 23 - 23rd Sunday after Pentecost 
Joel 2:23-32 
Psalm 65 (UMH 789) 
2 Timothy 4:6-8, 16-18 
Luke 18:9-14 
 
October 30 - 24th Sunday after Pentecost 
Habakkuk 1:1-4, 2:1-4 
Psalm 119:137-144 (UMH 840) 
2 Thessalonians 1:1-4, 11-12 
Luke 19:1-10 

 
. 

 

Office Hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., 
Monday thru Thursday.  

Wesley Nurse Office Hours are 8:30 to 5:00 p.m. 
Monday thru Friday 
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Cross Talk Sunday Class  
9:00 a.m., Education Wing-Second Door 

 
The Cross Talk class, which meets at 9:00 in the Educa-
tional Wing, will be engaging in some risky behavior for a 
number of weeks! We will look at the "Short Stories of 
Jesus" with our twenty-first century eyes and see how the 
themes of these parables provoke, confront, refine, and 
disturb. Then we will imagine what the parables sounded 
like to their first century audience, examining cultural, 
literary, and historical context. We will rely on the insights 
of Amy-Jill Levine, Professor of New Testament at Van-
derbilt University, who is Jewish!  Some parables likely to 
be studied include The Good Samaritan, The "Lost Son", 
The "Kingdom of Heaven is like Yeast", The Pharisee and 
the Tax Collector, and The Rich Man and Lazarus. There 
will be others!  Why not attend and don't forget the text 

book, the Bible! 
*************** 

New Beginnings Sunday Class 

9:15 a.m., Banner Room 

 
The New Beginning Adult Sunday School Class is study-
ing a Scripture study entitled ñGodôs Sovereignty.ñ  This 
study began with the Book of Isaiah; followed by Matthew, 
Hebrews, and then Revelation.  These lessons are facili-
tated by several members of the class with the discus-
sions related to how the lesson and material applies to our 
current age.  Class members are encouraged to partici-
pate in the discussion of the materials if they would like to 
do so.  Come learn with us.  If you have any questions, 
please contact Chester Barre, 361-729-6285. 
****************************************************************** 

 
 
 

Methodist Menôs Breakfast 
Wednesday, 

October 6, 7:00 a.m. 
 
All men are invited to join us for our 
monthly fellowship and reflection.   
 
 
 

 

First Connections 

October 9, 9:15 a.m. FH 3 
 

Join a gathering with Pastor  
Laura for those interested in being 
a part of this  congregation: 
understanding the Journey of 
Discipleship within the context of 
the local church. The time 

together will be focused on one of  the 12 Discipleship 
themes including Wesleyan Heritage, Christianity 
Basics, and Congregational Life. 

**************************************************************** 

Wednesday Night Fellowship 
Dinners 

5:15 p.m.  Meal 
6:00 p.m.  Program 

We started back on September 
21
st
 with over 50 people for Pizza!  

 
And here is the upcoming 
menu!  We hope you will join us 
for dinner and a short program. 
 

October 5 - Menu:  Yummy Casserole, Corn, Garlic   
   Toast, Jamaôs Incredible Salad, Dessert 
                   Speaker:  Jeannie Coe ñThe Power of Thank 
    You!ò 
October 12 - Menu: Scrumptious Casserole, Mixed 
     Vegetables, Bread, Jamaôs Incredible 
    Salad, Dessert 
October 19 - Menu:  Breakfast for Dinner!  Eggs,  
    Sausage and Biscuits 
October 26 - Menu:  Jamaôs Soup, Jamaôs Incredible 
    Salad, Dessert 

 
**************************************************************** 

Name Tags are available simply 
by filling out our Friendship Card and stating that you 
want one or call the Church Office and request one.  You 
are encouraged to wear a name tag so that we can all 
get to know each other on a first name basis!! 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=clip+art+for+first+connections+for+the+methodist+church&view=detailv2&&id=D0ED91A4B7C6F857CBE6DA4EC2584D9113ACCB27&selectedIndex=0&ccid=KBvCvlfR&simid=608037318635815812&thid=OIP.M281bc2be57d123144c5cbc99e9e9e976H0
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related missionary churches 
outside the U.S., might cele-
brate at the same time. 

Momentum - Nerds and Free 
Spirits Unite!! 

Who knew learning about finan-
cial tools and goals could be so 

entertaining?  With Dave Ramsey, it is.  Lesson 2 was 
finding out who is the Nerd and who is the Free Spirit.  
Who is the Spender and who is the Saver.  When couples 
work together is it very helpful to be able to speak the 
same financial language; be aware of each otherôs per-
sonality types.  We all need accountability ï whether 
single or married.  Someone to talk things over with; help 
us stay within the boundaries we have set.  The Financial 
Peace University lessons encompass  common sense 
practices and procedures, presented in a clear way with 
the reasons why these are good practices.  

 

Debbie Chapman  

Momentum Team   
****************************************************************** 

Benevolent Bucket Offerings 2016 

The FUMC Outreach Ministries Team met on January 20, 
2016. The increase of families with children in need of 
food and living provisions has prompted our response to 
concentrate rather than duplicate our efforts to meet the 
needs of hungry children in our community. The following 
list are the designated Benevolent Bucket causes for the 
year. 
 
February 2016 Prescription Assistance 
March 2016 Good Samaritans 
April 2016 Prescription Assistance 
May 2016 Good Samaritans 
June 2016 Love Offering for Guest 
    Pastor 
July 2016 Access Counseling 
August 2016 School Needs for Children
September 2016 Good Samaritans ï Kid  Care 
October 2016 World Communion ï   
 Special
November 2016 Prescription Assistance

December 2016 Good Samaritans 

****************************************************************** 
Good Samaritans 

 
The Good Samaritan food pantry has expanded its 
selection with the help of HEB and Walmart.  Three or 

Want a blessing??  Hereôs how - - 
 
You have the opportunity to praise God, pray for our 
church, community, Financial Peace classes and Pastor 
Laura as she brings the message during each of our 
church services until November 13.  There is a sign up 
sheet on the volunteer desk so you may pick what date 
and which service you would like to lift praises and con-
cerns to God in the Prayer Room located on the left side 
of the sanctuary. 
 
There are prayer helps and books ï or just sit and focus 
on God.  Some comments from those who have already 
done so:  ñIt seemed like I was in there 5 minutes!ò  ñWhat 
a blessing and peaceò.   
 
Please join us in lifting our church and community before 
God.  Please pray for our classes and facilitators.    
 
Sundays 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.   Kevin Carruth 
Sundays 5:00 to 7:00 p.m.  Generation Change - 
Wendy  
Tuesdays 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  Debbie Chapman 
Wednesdays - 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  Peggy Brisgill 
Thursdays - 10:00 to 12:00 p.m.  
Stefany Simmons 
 
You will receive the blessing.  
Sign up now! 
 

Blessings,  

Momentum Prayer 

Team  

****************************************************************** 

World Communion Sunday 

A Season of Saints begins with World Communion 
Sunday, a time to celebrate our global connec-
tions as Christians, including in our celebrations at 
the Lordôs Table. United Methodists collect a denomi-
nation-wide offering to provide scholarships for for 
U.S. (racial- and ethnic-minority) and international 
undergraduate and graduate scholarships.  

World Communion Sunday was begun among 
several U.S. Protestant denominations in the 1940s 
as a way of recognizing and celebrating that we 
celebrate Communion with Christians of many 
theologies and denominations all over the world. At 
that time, many Protestant denominations in the U.S. 
celebrated Communion very infrequently. Quarterly 
celebration was often the norm, and it was rarely 
coordinated across denominations or even within 
them. Setting the first Sunday of October as World 
Communion Sunday through the Federal Council of 
Churches became one way to ensure that at least 
once per year, many American Protestants, and their 

http://www.umcgiving.org/pastors/resources?category=2750
http://www.umcgiving.org/pastors/resources?category=2750
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BIRTHDAYS  
October   1 - James LaBelle 
October   2 - Ed Hegen 
October   2 - Katie Ruvalcaba 
October   3 - Todd Cutting 
October   3 - Leroy Burke 
October   4 - P.J. Edmonds 
October   4 - Douglas Fitzgerald 
October   4 - Pat Lister 
October   5 - Chase McDonald 
October   5 - Monica Hudgins 
October   9 - Beverly Robberson 
October   9 - Judy Staleyô 
October   9 - Linda Valdez 
October 14 - Jim Garrison 
October 14 - Leann Stansel 
October 16 - Kristin Diaz 
October 16 - Cole Hudgins 
October 17 - Lee Kuhn 
October 17 - Edward Charles 
October 18 - Kathryn Hamilton 
October 19 - Jim Schick 
October 20 - Mary Jane Crabill 
October 20 - Dale Vickers 
October 20 - Beverly Toups 
October 20 - Jim Shelden 
October 20 - Beverly Neely 
October 21 - Milana Klanica 
October 22 - Clayton Caskey 
October 22 - Connie Ott 
October 24 - Stefany Simmons 
October 25 - Barbara Daniels 
October 25 - Mason Neely 
October 28 - Jack Dittmar 
October 28 - Loraine Fitzgerald 
October 28 - Ray Berry 
October 29 - Susan Jamison 
October 31 - Norma Vickers 
*************************************************************** 

ANNIVERSARIES  
October    6 - Don and Sarah Howard 

October 10 - Homer and Susan Lloyd 

October 10 - Curt and Karen Shirer 

October 16 - Todd and Charlotte Cutting 

October 18 - Bob and Barbara Meador 

October 20 - Charles and Jane Shanlever 

October 23 - Bud and Ruth Crough 

October 23 - Joe and Pat Lister 

October 24 - William and Pastor Laura Becker 

October 25 - Ed and Annette Hegen 

October 25 - Steve and Patty Miller 

October 28 - Douglas and Loraine Fitzgerald 

Please remember the families and friends of  

 

Fred Smith  

Myrtle Kluge  

Maxey Mayo  

David Ogle  

Ken Laughlin  

 

FUMC Members who have died in the past year. 

We will remember them and all our loved ones dur-
ing the All Saintôs Day Service on Nov. 6th. 

 

Early Response Team Training 

 

October 8, 2016 
First UMC, Victoria 
407 N. Bridge 

Victoria, TX 77901 

 

Registration starts at 8 a.m. 
Training is 8:30 a.m. ï 4:30 p.m.  

 
Cost: $30.00 

 
This includes: 
Å Meal 

Å Rio Texas Conference Early Response 

Team (ERT) T-shirt 
Å Background check 
Å Identification Badge 

Å Training Resources Manual 

 

To register, go to RioTexas.org Ministries tab, click on 
Disaster Response and go to ERT training. 

http://www.fumcvictoria.com/

